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Deputy  Mayor: 

ALDERMAN  J.F.PEARSON,  J.P. 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 
R.L.C0RL3TT,  M.D.  ,Ch.B.  ,D,P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  also  Inspector  under  Petroleum  and 

Shops  Acts: 

A  A.E.K.KENT,  A,R.San.I.  ,M.S.I.  A. 

(On  Active  Service,  25th  August,  1939) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

A  E.  A,  BURN,  A.  R.  San*  I  •  ,M.  S .  I  *  A# 

(On  Active  Service,  ipth  March,  1940) 

A  R,F, ROBINS,  A.R.San.I. 

(On  Active  Service,  15th  February,  1940) 

Temporary  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Inspector  under 

Petroleum  and  Shops  Acts: 

/  A  J.S. HAWORTH,  M.S.I.A,  ,M.R,San.I, 

Clerical  Staff: 

N.F.C00KS0N 

(On  Active  Service,  23rd  September,  1940) 

A, POWELL  (Temp.)  MRS.  E.  MASON. 

G.W.NOKE 

(On  Active  Service,  11th  February,  1941) 

MISS  K.  YOUNG 
MISS  A.TONKS  (Temp.) 


$  -  Certificated  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 
/  -  Certificated  Smoke  Inspector. 


THE  .ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YE  AR  1944 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Stourbridge  Town  Council. 

•'  ,  V  ^ 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  iry  Annual  Report  for  1944* 

In  the  year  under  review,  there  were  65  more  Births  and  27  more  Deaths 
than  in  1943*  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  again  showed  an  increase, 
from  17*64  to  19«52  per  1000  of  the  population,  and  the  Death  Rate  rose 
from  12.07  to  12,85. 

V 

Deaths  from  Influenza,  Pneumonia  dnd  Bronchitis  numbered  34,  a  marked 
decline  compared  with  the  previous  year  when  there  were  61.  On  the  other 
hand,  deaths  from  Heart  Disease  rose  from  87  to  125.  It  is  important, 
however,  to  note  that  of  the  deaths  attributed  to  Heart  Disease  only  13  were 
under  the  age  of  fifty.  Of  these  13,  four  more  cases  of  Congenital  Heart 
Disease  and  throe  at  leant  of  the  others  were  known  to  be  of  non-rheumatic 
origin.  Of  the  125  deaths,  33  related  to  people  aged  80  years  and  over. 

A  satisfactory  feature  in  connection  with  the  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease  was  the  drop  in  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  there  being  128 
compared  with  229  in  the  previous  year.  There  was,  however,  a  slight  increase 
in  cases  of  Diphtheria,  which  numbered  25,  with  two  deaths,  as  against  18 
cases,  with  one  death,  in  1943.  No  efforts  were  spared  during  the  year  to 
impress  upon  parents,  by  moons  of  propaganda  and  visits,  the  importance  of 
having  their  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 

On  the  whole, the  health  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  can  bo  regarded  as 
satisfactory. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  public  Health  Committee  for  the  help  I  have  been  given,  to 
Mr, J.S. Haworth,  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  Mr.  A.  Powell,  Chief  Clerk,  and  to  the 
other  members  of  the  Public  Health  staff  for  their  unstinted  work  in  tho 
Depar tment . 

I  am, 

Mr  .Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

R.L.CQRLETT 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


SECTION  A 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

The  Area  was  onclarged  on  1st  April,  1933;  by  the  inclusion  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Lye  and  Wollescotc,  and  of  the  Parish  of  Pedmore,  which 
was  part  of  the  Rural  District  of  Bromsgrove. 

Acres 


The  Area  is  now 

viz:  Stourbridge 

•  * 

•  # 

4,21A 

1,920 

Lyc  and  W  olios  cote 

•  • 

•  « 

1,026 

Pedmore 

•  # 

•  • 

1,266 

The  Population,  according  to  the 

1931  Census,  was 

33,314) 

viz;  Stourbridge 

t  • 

•  # 

19,904 

Lye  and  Uollescoto 

*  • 

•  % 

12,237 

Pedmore 

•  • 

•  • 

999 

-2> 


SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  (cont.) 


Total  Population,  estimated  at  middle  of  1944  . .  34>l£>0 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1931  ..  8,164 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1944  ••  10,209 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers, 1931  8 >477 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1944  not ' available 


Rateable  Value  . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


•  •  £181,636 
. .  £700 


Statistical  Memorandum 

■  ■  1  i—  I  >.3K  ^11  — •  m  I«r  m  «Ti  »i  »  ■»«<  «- 


Population  Estimated,  Mid-year,  1944  ••  34>l60 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  .  •  ..  19*52 

Birth  Rate  Average  for  five  years,  1940-44  . .  16. 6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  12,83 
Death  Rate  -  Average  for  five  years  1940-44  ..  12.05 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  . .  44*97 

Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ••  0.49 

Death  Rate  from  Non-Respir at ory  Tuberculosis  ,,  0.029 


Physical  Features,  General  Character  and  Social 
Conditions  of  the  District, 

The  Town  rises  from  the  River  Stour,  which  is  the  boundary  of 
Yforcester shire  and  Staffordshire,  and  is  on  the  North  side  of  the  Borough. 
The  Might  above  sea  level  at  the  River  Boundary  is  216  feet,  rising  to 
442  feet  at  the  South  Boundary  adjoining  Bromsgrovc  Rural  District ,  and  to 
512  foot  on  the  East  side. 


The  T own  is  partly  residential  and  partly  industrial. 

The  principal  industries  are  Iron  Works,  Spo.de s  &  Shovels;  Chains, 
Vices,  Anvils,  Frost  Cogs,  Fire  Bricks,  Gas  Retorts,  Galvanized,  Enamelled 
and  Japanned  Buckets,  Baths  and  General  Holloware;  Horse  Shoes;  Skin  Rugs, 
Chamois  Leather  Gloves;  Brushes  and  Brooms;  Eathenware  Sinks;  Glazed 
Bricks;  Glass  Works  Pots. 


The  Borough  owns  the  Gasworks,  which  .are  situated  in  the  Urban  District 
of  Amble cote,  also,  in  conjunction  with  the  Urban  District  of  Arable cote, 
are  owners  of  the  Water  undertalcing. 

No  particular  diseases  arc  attributable  to  the  occupations  carried  on 
in  the  District. 


Extracts^  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


BIRTHS 

Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  .. 

322 

320 

642 

Illegitimate  . .  • • 

11 

_2£ 

333 

334 

667 

fc3S3S3 

■  1. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  19*52 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ••  ••  17*6 
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BIRTHS  (cont.) 


Still  Births 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . , 

..  ..  12 

5 

17 

Illegitimate  . . 

e  •  •  •  mmJZt 

- 

- 

12 

5 

17 

SSSKB 

saaa i 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live 

and  Still)  Births 

D  E  A  T  H  S 

..  20.02 

Males  •  • 

•  •  •  1 

224 

Female  s 

•  •  •  • 

£& 

b59 

3  '  ~h 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12.85 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ••  •  •  11.6 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


Puerperal  Sepsis  • 
Other  Maternal  Causes 


The  Maternity  Mortality  Rates  -  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still) 
Births  for  England  and  Wales  were:  - 


Abortion 

with  Sepsis  .. 

•  • 

0.31 

Abortion 

without  Sepsis 

•  • 

0.09 

Puerperal  Infections  . , 

t  • 

0.28 

Other 

H 

•  • 

•  • 

1.25 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  One 

Year  of  Age 

IU 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

•  • 

16 

13 

29 

Illegitimate 

•  • 

- 

_JL 

JL 

Totals 

16 

34 

tsxsg 

30 

KSSS 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  •.  ••  44-.  97 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live 

Births  • •  45. 17 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  Live 

Births  • .  40*00 

T  he  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wades  was  46  per  1,000 
Live  Births, 
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CAUSES 


OP  DEATH 


M.  P. 


1.  Typhoid  Fever,  etc,  ...  . 

mm 

1 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ... 

3*  Scarlet  Fever  ...  , , . 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

3-  Diphtheria  „ . .  ... 

1 

1 

6,  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

11 

6 

7,  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

8,  Syphilitic  Diseases  ,P.  ... 

- 

1 

9*  Influenza  .  . .  ... 

4 

1 

10.  Measles  ...  ... 

wm 

M 

IT*  Ac.  Polionryelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  .  • . 

mm 

ft* 

12.  Ac.  Inf.  Encephalitis  ...  ... 

- 

13.  Cancer  of  Buc;  cav.  .  and  aesoph  (M)  j  uterus  (F)  2 

5 

14«  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

8 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  ... 

PM 

3 

16,  Cancer  of  all  ether  sites  ... 

29 

20 

17.  Diabetes  * , .  ... 

1 

1 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

21 

29 

19«  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

62 

65 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

6 

5 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

9 

6 

22.  Pneumonia  ...  ... 

0 

6 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases*,.  ... 

4 

6 

24.  Ulcor  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

7 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  « « ,  ... 

MM 

26.  Appendicitis  ...  ... 

2 

2 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

6 

3 

28.  Nephritis  ...  ... 

3 

8 

29«  Puerperal  and  Post -abortion  Sepsis  ... 

- 

•* 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  ... 

mm 

m 

31.  Premature  Birth  ...  ...  7 

32.  Congenital  Malformation,  birth  injury,  infantile 

4 

diseases  » • • 

4 

3 

33*  Suicide  <v « ,  * .  * 

3 

1 

34ft  Road  Traffic  Accidents  ...  ... 

3 

1 

35.  Other  violent  causes  •••  ... 

7 

3 

36.  All  other  causes  ...  ... 

18 

Deaths 

from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

224  213 

74 

Deaths 

from  Measles  (all  ages) 

- 

Deaths 

from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

- 

Deaths 

from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years 

of  age) 

- 

SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area 

( i)  Public  ^Health  Officers 

Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers,  together  with  information 
as  to  their  qualifications,  are  set  out  on  Page  2, 

(ii)  j[a)_  Laboratory  Facilities 

Examination  of  clinical  material  (Sputum,  swabs,  etc.),  water,  milk  and 
foodstuffs  is  done  at  the  Worcestershire  County  Laboratory, 

( (b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Two  motor  ambulances  are  under  the  control  of  tho  Public  Health  Committee, 

During  the  year  1812  patients  were  transported  and  a  total  mileage  of 
13,405  covered,  as  compared  with  11-79  patients  and  14*399  miles  in  the 
previous  year. 
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General  Proyi sion  of  Health  Services 
^for  tTTc'?erea.  rcoi^T" 

(ii)  (o)  Nursing  in  the  Homo 

(a)  GENERAL.  The  Stourbridge  District  Nursing  Association,  which  is 
a  voluntary  organisation,  employs  two  Nurses,  whose  services  are  available  to 
residents  in  the  Stourbridge  and  Pedmore  areas.  The  Lye  and  Wollescote 
Nursing  Association,  also  a  voluntary  organisation,  employs  a  nurse, 

(b)  There  is  no  provision  for  Professional  Nursing  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  treated  at  home,  excepting  Ophthalmia.  Neonatorum,  cases  of  which  are  attended 
by  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  Nurse, 

( ii)  (d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

The  Maternity  and  Infant  .'/Alfaro  Centre  at  No ,40  Now  Road,  is  undor  the 
control  of  a  voluntary  committee  and  a  contribution  is  made  by  the  Town  Council 
to  the-  funds  of  this  commit  too.  The  Town  Council  own  the  premises  occupied 

by  the  Centre, 

The  Centro  is  open  on  the-  afternoons  of  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  in  each  week. 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council,  is  held  daily  at  the  Centre,  for  massage  and  remedial  exercises. 


An  Ante -natal  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Centre  on  Monday  mmlnjy, ,  also  on  tho 
third  Tuesday  of  each  month,  and  is  attended  by  an  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer,  (An  Ante-natal  clinic  is  also  hold  at  the  Mary  Stevens  Maternity 
Homo  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays,  and  is  attended  by  an  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer) , 

A  special  Toddlers  Clinic  is  held  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  in 
each  month.  This  is  intended  for  the  supervision  of  the  health  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years. 

i  monthly  Dental  Clinic,  especially  for  toddlers  and  young  children,  is 
hold  at  the  Centre  on  Saturday  mornings. 

There  is  a  second  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  Orchard  Lane,  Lyc, 
under  tho  control  of  the  County  Council  and  with  tho  same  facilities  as  the 
Stourbridge  Clinic, 

Prevention  jqf  Diphtheria 

Clinics  for  Immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria  were  hold  as  required 
at  Stourbridge  and  at  Lye.  Tho  Clinics  are  provided  free  by  the  Borough  Council. 

Scabies 

Weekly  Scabies  Clinics  wore  held  at  the  First  Aid  Posts,  Stourbridge  and 
Lyc,  throughout  the  year-  Two  baths  are  provided  at  ce.ch  Post,  and  for 

treatment  Benzyl  Benzoate  Emulsion  is  used. 

During  tho  year  150  patients,  involving  434  paintings,  were  treated. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  previous  year  was  105.  There  was  a  number  of 
ro-inf- actions  after  the  first  course  of  treatment,  a  result  to  be  expected 
unless  all  infected  members  of  a  household  receive  treatment  at  the  some  time. 

This  point  is  brought  to  tho  notice  of  all  parents  concerned. 

Unfortunately,  under  present  staff  conditions,  bathing  facilities  at  the 
Clinics  cannot  be  extended  to  male  adults.  In  such  cases,  the  necessary 
Emulsion  is  supplied,  with  directions  and  advioc,  to  enable  treatment  to  bo 
carried  out  at  home. 


My  thanks  arc  due  -hr  tt  Davies  and  to  all  the  lady  volunteers  for 
their  invaluable  ^.xLst.moc  a’-  these  Clinics,  and  to  local  Medical  Practitioners 
for  tb"^--  A  apful  co-operation* 


1  .boidocariwe;..1' 

;  :  .  36??  A  f  b  1  ■ 
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< ii)  (e)  Hospitals: 

Public  and  Voluntary 

Name 

—  CMfti in  i» 

Situation 

Purpose 

No. of  beds 

North  WorcSc  Joint 
Isolation 

Hay  ley  Green, 
near  Halesowen 

Infectious  Diseases 

46 

t: 

it 

Tuberculosis 

17 

Stourbridge  &  Halesowen 

Joint 

Lut  ley ,  Hale  sowen 

Small  Pox 

8 

Mary  Stevens 
Maternity  Hags 

Stourbridge 

Maternity 

16 

Corbett  Amblecote,  Nr.Stourbridge  General  100 

SECTION  C 

tact' 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water 

The  Stourbridge  and  District  Yfater  Board  is  responsible  for  the  Water  Supply, 
which  wan  satisfactory  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity*  The  Supply  is  constant. 
Several  Works  and  the  Corporation  Baths  pump  water  from  their  own  wells. 

Following  are  y  he  results  of  the  chemical  examinations  of  two  representative 
samples  of  the  Town* a  Water  Supply,  taken  in  April  and  November  respectively: 


Physical  Characters: 


Chemical  Examination 

(Results  in  parts  per  100,000). 

Solids  in  Suspension  (dried  at  100  °C.) 
Solids  in  Solution  (dried  at  100 °C.) 
Solids  in  Solution*  After  ignition 
Chlorides  calculated  as  Common  Salt 
Hardness ,  Permanent  ...  „ .  • 

w  Temporary  . .  * 

"  Total  ...  ... 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ... 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  ... 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°  C. 
Toxic  Metals  ...  ... 

Free  Chlorine  on  receipt  .  ce 

The  bacteriological  analyses  of  the 
were  as  follows : - 


No*  1 

No.  2 

Clear,  odourless 

Clear,  odourless 

Deposit,  none. 

Deposit,  none. 

0  •  • 

Ncye 

None 

4  *)  • 

53 

57 

c  •  ft 

43 

48 

ft  •  4 

9.7 

10 

9  9  • 

•  16 

19 

0  0  • 

19 

19 

35 

33 

«  «  • 

0.0008 

0.002 

&  a  • 

0.002 

0.003 

•  •  • 

0.85 

0.9 

9  •  • 

None 

None 

0  0  • 

None 

None 

0  *  • 

None  detected 

None  detected 

0  a  • 

0.003 

0.008 

samples  submitted  by  this  Department 


Date 


Noo  of  Colonies  developing 
upon  Agar 

in  2  days  in  3  days 
at  370  C  at  22°  C. 


Coli-Aerogenes 
(Presumptive  Coli) 
Count 


J anuary  5th  2 

February  3wd  1 

March  3rd  2 

April  14th  1 

May  10th 
June  1st 

Avgunh  14th  1 

September  13th  1 

October  5th  2 

November  14th  ~ 

December  9th  -  5 


2 

3 

2 

A 

1 

1 

3 

1 

10 

3 

15 


Cl.kolchii  were  absent  from 


^  the  samples,  and.  Streptococci  were  not  detected. 


Samples  of  unchlorinatod  water  taken  by  the  Water  Board  Engineer,  were  satisfactory 

During  the  year  33  examinations  of  the  Town  Supply  were  made  both  chemically 
and  b o.ct eriologic ally  -  all  with  highly  satisfactory  results. 


SECTION  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

T  IcontVr 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  main  sowers  in  the  Stourbridge  area  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Stourbridge  Main  Drainage  Board.  The  sewers  in  Lye  and  Yi/bllescote  area 
arc  under  the  control  of  the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Sewerage  Board,  The  sewage 
is  conveyed  to  the  ¥hittington  sewage  farms  belonging  to  these  Boards,  and  is 
treated  on  the  Broad  Irrigation  principle. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  is  dealt  with  by 
controlled  tipping,  being  spread  over  small  area,  covered  and  levelled. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  we  re  three  tips  in  use,  viz.,  Corporation  Depot, 
Birmingham  Street;  Y/o  lias  ton  Hall  Estate;  Bromley  Street,  Lye. 

Ashpits  arc  emptied  as  required,  and  the  contents  of  movable  ashbins 
collected  weekly.  The  few  privies  arc  cleared  as  required,  the  contents 
being  buried.  Cesspools  are  emptied  and  the  contents  either  tipped  down 
dowers  or  spread  over  farm  land. 

SECTION  D 

Housing 

Housing  work  is  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


) 


SECTION  E 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Details  will  be  found  in  his  report. 

SECTION  F 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over.  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 


Small  Pox 

No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever 


One  hundred  and  twenty  eight  cases,  or  3*74  per  thousand  of  the 
population,  were  reported  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  229  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  incidence  was  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  Borough  and 
the  type  of  disease  was  of  a  mild  nature.  There  were  no  deaths* 


I  revalcnce  of 


,  .-nd  control  ovor.  Infectious  and  Other  Paso aact 

DIPHTHERIA  ~(cont~  f 


Twenty-five  eases  of  Diphtheria,  equivalent  to  an  incidence  of  0.73 
per  thousand  of  the  population,  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were 
two  deaths  (ages  3  and  7),  giving  a  case  mortality  of  8.0. 


Of  the  25  cases  notified,  23  were  clinical  and  2  non-clinical  (carriers). 
Nine  of  the  cases  had  been  immunised,  all  with  T.A.M.  ,  .and  one  of  these  was  a 
carrier. 


There  'were  7  oa.scs  over  13  years  of  age,  the  oldest  being  38  years. 

All  the  patients  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  Domiciliary  treatment 
for  this  disease  is  not  encouraged. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  total  number  of  children  who  have  now  been  immunised  is  as  follows: - 


Year 

/Mura  Precipitated  Toxoid 

Toxoid-Antitoxin 

Total 

1  In,1. 

2  In.j. 

Mixture 

1935 

1,813 

3 

1,816 

1936 

972 

mm 

- 

972 

1937 

224 

247 

46 

517 

1938 

- 

201 

23 

224 

1939 

mm 

6l 

35 

96 

1940 

mm 

112 

112 

1941 

- 

65 

1397 

1462 

1942 

mm 

17 

180  6 

1823 

1943 

- 

563 

71 

634 

1944 

- 

507 

- 

507 

3,009 

1661 

3,493 

8163 

Of  the  children  immunised  during  the  year  351  were  of  'pro- school  age. 


Table  showing  Incidence 
and  Severity  of  Diphtheria. 


Year 

Total 

Deaths 

Mortality 

Immuni 

sed  Children 

Cases 

Rate 

Cases 

Deaths 

1935 

110 

18 

16.3 

3 

mm 

1936 

33 

5 

15.1 

3 

- 

1937 

81 

3 

3.7 

6 

- 

1938 

49 

2 

4.08 

6 

- 

1939 

90 

7 

17.5 

11 

mm 

1940 

71 

2 

2.81 

9 

- 

19 

87 

5 

5.74 

8 

- 

1942 

21 

- 

mm 

2 

- 

1943 

18 

1 

5.5 

5 

- 

1944 

JZ 

8.0 

mrn 

535 

45 

62 

mm 

FHgXNER  DYSMTERY 

At  the  end  of  November  and  in  the  first  few  'days  of  December,  there  ware 
notified  9  eases  of  Flexner  Dysentery  (type  Z)  confined  to  members  of  one 
household.  Unfortunately,  one  child  (aged  years)  died  at  hone  within  a 
few  hours'  of  the  onset  of  illness.  Five  cases  were  treated  at  the  North 
Worcestershire  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  and  three  others  were  discovered  on 
I’outine  investigation,  and  as  they  then  had  no  symptoms  they  were  allowed 
to  remain  at  home  and  were  kept  under  strict  observation  until  I  had  had 
repeated  negative  bacteriological  findings. 


S amp lo s  were  taken  of  food,  milk,  water  etc.  consumed  by  this  household 
all  with  negative  results.  No  definite  factor  could  be  traced  as  the  cause 
of  the  outbreak. 


I  am.  sure  that  there  wore  no  other  cases  in  the  Borough.  Medical  practitioners 
kindly  supplied  me  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  patients  with  any  g astro-intestinal 
symptoms.  Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  -  all  with  negative  results. 


I  am 
Monk,  the 


jrateful  to  Dr.  Wyndham  Parker,  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  to  Mr. 
lounty  Bacteriologist,  for  the  help  they  gave  me  in  this  connection. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS), 

“  ’  hiring-  the'  yfab  imu 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944 


1 

j  Ago  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non -Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Re  spiratory  K 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  0  •  e  a  •  c 

1 

_ 

mm 

1  n  0  a  n  0  * 

1 

Ml 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

rr 

3  *  «  »  r>  *i  • 

«* 

1 

ft* 

«*■ 

«• 

1 

- 

- 

•?  n 

*  e  *  0  c  * 

7 

4 

mu 

M 

4 

5 

- 

•m 

23  _  c  •  a  'I  r  , 

8 

2 

•« 

1 

4 

- 

- 

ph  « •  • 0  *  • 

4 

- 

•m 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1  f  * 

e  e  e  «  f  0 

4 

- 

«MM 

- 

- 

- 

- 

if  a  0  00  •  c 

2 

J 

C4» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

63  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

’  *  ~*“r  **  -  '  •**”***•  ""** 

27 

10 

••Ml 

1 

11 

1 

6 

1 

- 

The  Death  Rate  for  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was  0.49  per  1000  of  population 
as  compared  with  0,56  in  the  previous  year,  while  the  Death  Rate  for  Non- 
Re  rpiratory  Tuberculosis  was  0»C29  as  compared  with  0.1-4-  in  1943* 


SUMMARY  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  ON 
THE  RKtISTER"  AT  END  OF  1944 


Respiratory 

N  on-Re  sp  iratory 

Hales 

Females 

Males 

Females 

No.  of  cases  on  Register  1st 

J  anuary,  1944  ... 

66 

66 

21 

17 

No,  of  cases  notified  for  the  first 

tine  during  the  year  under 
the  Regulations, » .  ... 

27 

10 

1 

No.  of  cases  first  heard  of  otherwise 

than  by  primary  notification 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register 

2 

1 

1 

1 

in  a  previous  quarter  which  have 
been  restored  to  Register  during 
the  quarter  e  e .  •  • « 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

mm 

93 

77 

22 

19 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register 

during  the  year,.,  ... 

16 

9 

4 

1 

No,  of  ca.se s  remaining  on  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  , , , 

79 

68 

18 

18 

Public  Health  Department, 

StcurbxddgOp 

A  ugusi,  1943 
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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 


'  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  year  19 44 

To  His  Viforship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Stourbridge 

Town  Council. 


Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  a  brief  report  of  the  work  done  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1944. 

During  the  year  a  rough  survey  has  been  made  of  the  houses 
suggested  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  a  strong  Housing  programme 
appears  to  be  indicated  during  the  next  few  years. 

Your  throe  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  continued  to  serve  in  His 
Majesty*  s  Forces  during  the  year,  Mr,  Kent  with  the  R.A.F.,  Mr.Bum  on  food 
supplies  in  India,  and  Mr,  Robins  with  the  R.A.M, C,  in  Ireland* 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  data  is  given  in  accordance  with  Article  27(18)  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935- 


The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year:- 


•  «  l 


Primary  Inspections  of  houses  and  other  premises 

(Complaints,  etc.) 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act  &  Regulations 
Visits  re  Notifiable  Disease 
Visits  re  Tuberculosis 
Re -Inspect ions  and  Re-Visits 
Nuisances  abated  *  * . 

Caravans 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Factories  and  Workshops 
Visits  re  Unsound  Food 
Rat  &  Mice  Infestation 
Vermin  Infestation  #  ^ 


i  *  • 
•  «  I 


ft  ft  ft 
ft  ft  ft 
♦  •  • 
ft  •  • 
ft  ft  • 
ft  ft  ft 
ft  ft  • 


ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft 
4  ft  • 
•  ft  ft 
ft  ft  ft 


Water  samples  taken 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Bacteriological  Samp 
Other  Visits  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
No.  of  Visits  re  Pig  Killing 
Owrxore,  Builders,  etc.  ,  interviewed 
Miscellaneous  Visits 
Visits  to  Pig  Stys 
No,  of  Drains  Tested 


ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft 


les  taken 


346 

638 

174 

38 

333 

156 

6 

9 

9 

86 

241 

23 

37 

91 

40 

44 

4 

268 

26 

23 

227 

_z 

2826 


Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Ycar:- 

Prcliminary  Notices  served  or  given  verbally  243 

(These  Preliminary  Notices  refer  chiefly  to  minor  housing 
defects,  choked  drains,  cleansing  of  premises,  etc.) 

Statutory  Notices  ••«  «••  78 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  (cont.) 


Details  of  Statutory  Notices: - 


No.  of 
Notices 


No*  of  Houses 

or  Premises 

Affected 


Public  Health  Act,  193&:- 


Abatement  of  Nuisances 

6 

7 

Provision  of  Dust  Bins 

9 

22 

W.C* s  (Secs.  39  &  45) 

8 

13 

Verminous  Articles  &  Premises 

2 

1 

Housing  Act,  1936:- 

Section  9  (Repairs  to  Houses) 

14 

14 

Demolition  Orders 

9 

9 

Notices  to  Occupiers 

7 

7 

Notices  to  Attend  Meetings 

13 

11 

Byelaws  -  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

1 

1 

Request  for  Information  (Sect, "\<8) 

9 

12 

The  Result  of  the  service  of  such  Notices: 
Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  » . • 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with 


•  •  • 


143 

71 


Housing 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  779 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  779 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 
1925  and  1932  ...  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  lh 3 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ... 

(iv)  Number  of  dwel ling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  28 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal 
Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ’39 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:- 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9>10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 
(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  14 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(aj  By  Owners  ...  ...  •••  8 

(b)  By  L0cal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  6 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  wero 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices: - 
(cl)  By  owners  ...  ,  ...  *.*  6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
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Housing;  (cont.) 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936:  — 
(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  . , .  9 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
-  Demolition  Orders...  ...  ...  Nil 

0>)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 
(i)  Number  of  sexaarate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  7/ere  daterrained 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Overcrowding: 

Accurate  figures  are  not  available  owing  to  influx  of  unofficial 
evacuees. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply 

There  are  12  -producers  of  milk  within  the  Borough  with  a  total  of 
approximately  240  cows.  The  total  number  of  retailers  registered  for  the 
sale  of  milk  within  the  Borough  is  44* 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  7/ere  regularly  inspected  and  in  spite  of 
labour  difficulties,  were  maintained  in  satisfactory  condition.  A  number 
of  dirt  sedimentation  tests  were  carried  out,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS )  ORDERS 

The  Licences  held  in  the  Borough  are  as  follows: - 


Pasteurised.  Accredited. 


Retailers  (Supplementary  Licences)  5  1 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

(a)  Of  the  10  samples  of  milk  submitted,  7  7/ere  reported  on  as  being 
satisfactory,  the  bacterial  count  varying  from  11,000  to  1-3,000. 

Tv/o  samples  taken  at  the  Dairy  as  the  milk  came  out  of  the  refrigerator 
contained  respectively  110,000  &  160,000  with  B.Coli  in  1,  l/l0th  and 
l/l00th.  A  sample  of  the  same  milk  taken  from  a  retailer  after  he  had 
been  on  his  round  for  lj  hours  v/as  re-ported  as  containing  640,000 
with  B.Coli  in  1,  l/l0th,  3/ 100  th  and  l/l000th.  On  the  instructions 
of  your  Public  Health  Committee  this  information  was  forwarded  to 
the  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

(b)  Pour  samples  of  "school"  milk  77c re  reported  as  being  highly  satisfactory. 

(c)  Twb  samples  of  milk  allegedly  "heat  treated"  failed  to  pass  the 

Phosphatase  Test.  The  Bacterial  Count  v/as  2000  and  6000  respectively 
7vith  Coli  present  in  1  and  l/lOth.  * 

(d)  A  sample  of  T.T. Pasteurised  milk  v/as  submitted  due  to  complaints  of 
the  firm  concerned  -  very  dirty  bottles.  The  report  v/as  as  follows: - 

Bacteria;  colonies  on  agar  in  2  days  at  37°C  =  3,300,000  per  ml. 
Presumptive  Coli:  present  in  1,  l/lOth,  1/ 100th  and  1/ 1000th  ml. 

Moist  dirt  (determined  by  S.P.A.  method)  ,.  14  parts  per  100,000. 

Phosphatase  test:  ..  1*9  blue  units. 

The  milk  had  been  properly  pasteurised  but  was  grossly 
contaminated  with  dirt  and  bacteria  probably  due  to  being 
placed  in  an  unwashed  bottle. 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  dirt  showed  it  to  consist 
almost  entirely  of  siliceous  matter,  most  likely  derived  from  soil. 

M  Ijj.  •. 


Tuberculin 

Tested. 

3 


B actor iological  Examinations 


(a)  (cont.)  ,  '■  ' 

The  firm  was  informed  of  the  analytical  result  and  they 
replied  to  the  effect  that  the  attention  of  the  operators 
concerned  had  been  drawn  to  the  matter,  and  that  they  were 
operating  under  most  difficult  conditions  owing  to  shortage  of 
labour  and  long  working  hours. 

(e)  Of  two  samples  of  mussels,  one  ms  reported  as  being  clean  - 
below  the  recommended  standard.  The  Wholesalers  were 
notified  as  well  as  the  M.O.H.  for  the  district  concerned,  and  a 
subsequent  sample  v/as  reported  as  being  satisfactory  -  ~J&/0  clean. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  Department  has  again  worked  in  close  co-operation  v/ith  the 
Ministry  of  Pood,  in  order  to  ensure  that  any  unfit  food  having  salvage 
value  does  not  become  a  total  loss.  The  following  is  the  amount  of 
foodstuffs  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumptions  - 


1  Pig  Generalised  Tuberculosis 

11  Pigs*  Heads  (Tuberculosis') 

5  Pigs’  Prys  (  do.  ) 

2  Pigs*  Prys  (pleurisy  &  Congestion) 

3  Pigs’  Prys  (pleurisy  &  Pericarditis) 
91  lbs.  Macaroni 

1  Pkt.  Oats 
22  tablets  of  Soup 

4  jars  Meat-  Paste 

56  lbs.  Egg  Substitute  Powder 
47  Eggs 

6-g-  lbs.  Biscuits 

6  lbs.  Drinking  Chocolate 

12  lbs.  Lemon  Cheese 
121  Meat  pies 

9  tins  Jar/Marmalade 

13  bars  Chocolate 
18 3  tins  Milk 

40  lbs.  Sausage 
30  lbs.  Pressed  Meat 
47i  lbs  Beef 
2406  lbs.  Wet  Pish 

1  tin  Household  Milk 
28  lbs.  Prunes 

2  lbs.  Dried  Peaches 

1 6  tins  (6  lbs.)  Pork  Luncheon  Meat,  etc. 
9  "  (24  lbs.)  "  "  "  " 

8  "  (lj  lb.  )  ’»  "  ”  " 

64  "  (12  oz.)  "  "  "  ” 

384  "  Various  Foodstuffs. 


11  Licences  v/ere  issued  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933 
during  the  year. 
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ADULTERATION 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 

73  Samples  wore  submitted  for  analysis.  Of  these  6l  were  milk 
(53  formal,  8  informal)  2  Sago  and  Onion,  1  Prunes  (informal),  4  Powdered 
Gelatine,  1  Breakfast  Pry,  1  Petroleum  Jelly,  1  Tea  Sweetners, 

1  Non-Alcoholic  Cocktail  and  1  Rum  Flavoured  Sauoe  (informal). 


One  group  of  13  milk  samples  was  the  result  of  an  informal  sample 
being  taken  and  reported  as  containing  8 fo  added  water.  Other  samples, 
including  two  taken  in  the  course  of  delivery  from  the  farm,  wore  found 
to  be  genuine.  As  the  farmer  also  supplied  milk  to  a  retailer  outside  our 
area,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  County  Sampling  Officer. 


A  second  group  of  14  samples  taken  when  a  sample  was  reported 

as  containing  Grofo  and  two  others,  c  jntaining  just  over  Jf/o  added  water. 

Three  samples  7/ere  taken  in  course  of  delivery  at  the  farm  of  which  one 
7/as  found  to  contain  20J$  add  ;d  wat3r  snd  another  a  possible  trace  of  water. 
Samples  taken  7/hilo  the  morning1  s  milking  7/as  under  supervision  7/ere  genuine. 
In  view  of  the  small  amount  of  water  in  the  latter  samples  no  prosecution  was 
advised. 


A  third  group  of  four  samples  7/as  taken  from  a  producer  retailer. 
Extraneous  7/ater  to  the  extent  of  3->^  7/as  found  in  one  sample  and  on 
visiting  the  farm  to  supervise  the  milking,  it  7/as  apparent  that  the  cooler 
7/ad  defective. 

The  other  milk  samples  were  reported  as  genuine. 

« 

Of  the  four  samples  of  Gelatine,  one  7/as  reported  as  genuine  and  three 
reported  as  containing  225?  500  and  550  parts  per  million  of  zinc.  Edible 
gelatine  contains  less  than.  100  parts  xocr  million  of  zinc,  but  a. s  the 
gelatine  was  7/ithdrav/n  from  sale,  no  -prosecution  7/as  recommended. 

The  remaining  samples  7/cfe  genuine,  although,  the  manufacturers  of  the 
non-alcoholic  cocktail  wore  advised  to  change  their  labels  due  to  a  deficiency 
in  the  alleged  Vitamin  content. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gc-ntlemen, 
"four  obedient  Servant, 

J.S.  HAWORTH. 

Sanitary  Inspector, 
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